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WuMs. CIX. 


The Prompter. 





Such fhameful, and fuch monftrous Things, as THESE, 
With Dances, Tricks, Italian Songs, and Rhime, 
May keep up Sinking Nonfenfe, for a Time: 

But, That wi// rait, which now, fo much o’er-rules ; 
And Sense, 10 longer, fhall fubmit to Fools. 


Effay on Poetty. 
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Have in my View to compofe, 
oe (ey for Entertainment of my Kea- 
2 deena ders, a fhort, but neceflary, 


CLAPPING and HIssiNG, in- 
ftruGively: --- For, I find, that 
All my Labours, in Purfuit of 
: Theatrical Improvements, are in 

Danger to be Lof ; unlefs the AupiENces will af- 
fume, into their own, beft-qualitied, Hands, the Ad- 
miniitration of Diftributive Fuftice : --- An obftinate 
Vanity inthe Payers (allowing for particular Ex- 
ceptions,) concurring with an Indolence, or Inatten- 
tion in the ManacErs, to deprive Men of Senfe 
of every reafonable Hope, from a Change, in their 
Schemes of proceeding. | 

Tue Patentee, who, by Virtue of a Grant, 
from His prefent Majefty, is at the Head of a 
Company, emphatically cal’d The KiNnc’s, is a 
Gentleman, of Character, and Fortune ; of Great 
Good Nature, and Good Purpole, anda bold, and 
liberal, Adventurer, upon ExpeNce, much more than 
fuficient to raife the Stage, to a Grandeur, and 
Fuftnefs ,; which, yet, there feems to beno Profpect 
of, in his Recompence. --- It is. plain, then, He mutt 
be 1LL-ADvis’D: The Pleafures, He has Tafe for, 
(and, indeed, a Right to the Enjoyment of ) are in- 
coniftent with that APPLICATION, which is, una- 
voidably, the Firft Effeatial, and, without the con- 
ftant Help whereof, The very Be; -weigh'd Schemes 
of Management muit end in Difappointment. — 
What, then, can be expected, if Both the Applica- 
tion, and the Scheming, are, ALIKE, Defective ¢ 

Ir is with Paix, as well as Tendernefs, I find my 
felf compell’d to touch the Errors of a Gentleman's 
Conduét, whofe very Negligezce, in governing the 
Province he has undertaken, ferves to prove the Ge- 
nerofity of his dif-intereffed Motive: For, what 
can bea clearer Evidence, that His DesiGN was, to 
fupport the Stage, at Hazard of his private Fortune, 
than, that He pays, more liberally, and takes lefs 
Care, to bring his Money back again, than Any Ma- 
iter of 2 Theatre, who filPd hisPoft, before hum. 

For this Realon, I look’d on, with leis Coxcern, 
while His Parf? alone, was fuftering --- Bur, [am 
moved, with warmer Apprehenfion, when I perceive 
His Prudence, cald in Queition. --- HE, whom The 
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Favour; He, whom, his Friends have heard‘ ex- 
preiling, upan all Occations, the moft graveful Sexe 
of This remarkable Attachment, This, {0 gracious, 
and acknowledg’d Condefcention, He, fure, can 
never, WILLINGLY, indulge his Enemies the Of- 
portunity, of mifl-reprefenting him, in his political 
Principles, as an Introducer of Difloyal, Doctrines, 
by Reviving a King-killing Play, which teaches a 
Repenting Miftrefs the Murper, of her Royan 
Lover, ix Return for an Affetion, which fhe had 
long, and amoroufly, excourag’d. uml 

iF, therefore, it fhou’d prove a Truth, (as I can 
hardly think it will,) and, The Marp’s Tracepy 
receives his Licence, to be acted, at That Theatre, 
at leaft, I will not judge it poffible to have been the 
CHoiIce of this more cautious MANAGER. --- And, 
Thope, the Time will come,“when itronger Reafons 
will be exaded, for Revival of a Play, by which the 
publick ‘alte may be corrupted, than, that Ic has a 
Scene, or two, wherein OLD PLAYERs have been 

aid to {biae; and MODERN ONEs expe to do /o. 

THe Matter of a Theatre is a Kind of General 
TRUSTEE, for the Nation. --- He holds, ix Ward, 
the Morats of a rifing Race of People. --- Their 
Manners, Prejudices, Gallantries, Deportments, Wit, 
and Breeding, mutt take deep Impreflions from His 
Conduct.--- And, inftead of leaving at Election of 
unqualified Judges; What Plays how'd be brought ox, 
[t ought to be His ow, MOST STUDIED, Care: a3 
being a Determination, from whofe Coxfequence, the 
Theatre becomes the Great RrFiner, or Depra- 
VER, Of a Hundred Thoufand Families, 

SHALL, then, thofe prudent Fathers, who wou’d 
guard, with Tendernefs, their Daughters Modefty --- 
Thote Husbands, whofe whole Happinefs in Life is 
center’d in their Wives Fidelity---The Great, whofe 
Eminence is buta Confequence of Loyal Principles--- 
The BsauriruL, whofe very Power of Charming, 
mul{t depend upon thofe Soft, and Pure, Ideas, which 
{upport the Sex’s Honour --- Shall all Thefe fit (#- 
fulted, under Shadow of receiving Eytertainment) 
and behold, withour Refentment, and Impatience, 
the moft manifeit and lewdett, Violations, even of 
common Decency ? --- the Caufe of Villainy, Rebellion, 
Impudence, and Cut-Throat MURDER, recommended, 
from the SraGe; and that too perhaps, amidift the 
orror-moving PLAUDITS, of an umreflecting Au- 
dirorv ! 

WHERE, 
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Waere, then, is the Difcernment of the Learn’d? 
the Gravity Of the Serious ? the Honour of the Noble ? 
the Delicacy of the Fair? the Spirit of the Brave ? 
or Indignation of the Injur’d? ---- WHERE is the 
Soul, the Genius, the Diftinétion, of DEGREE, and 
REVERENCE? if National and Public Interefts can 
be, thus contemptibly, reduced, till they give way, 
to Private, and Pecuniary, Indignities ! 

Tue envenom’d Hi/s of All united AFRICA, coud 
never wound too cruelly, that Influence of Corruption, 
which invades us from the THEATRES : ~-- There,--- 
Vice advances, covER’D: and deceives, unfelt, un- 
fought with. -—- The PLEAsuRE, which conceals, at 
once, protects it, from our Reafom, and endears, and 
recommends it, to our Reli/b. --- We are Loft, and 
Irrecoverable, before we apprehend our Danger : 
and, itis, therefore, one of the moft publick-fpirited 
Inftances, 2 Man, can give, of his HuMANITY, to 
be Severe, in the Repulfe of fucha gay-drefs’d, Uni- 
verfal, Enemy ; by attacking, not only its felt In- 
fluence, but, even its diftant, and moit veil’d, Ad- 


vances. 


IF fuch fhou’d be the Watchfulnefs, of wife, and 
enerous, Audiences, how guarded ought the STAGE 
Feel” tobe, againtt the Introduction of corrupt, and 
diffolute, Performances ? --- But, againft this Execra- 
ble Play of the Maid’s Tragedy in particular, the 
Critical Remarks of Mr. RyMER, had eftablifh’d a4 
Decree fo unexceptionable, fo ratified, by Confentof 
All the Thinking Part of Mankind, for more than 
Half a Century, that any Attempt to revive this 
Tragedy, is MONsTROUs; when the omly Argument 
which made it fufferable, formerly, is now no lon- 
ger of Force: nor pleadable, (if I dare prefume to 
fay fo) by our modern Stage Heroes. What That 
Argument, was, the Critic has inform’d us. --- “ THEY 


* fay, (for Inftance) ’tis the Piay, that pleafes: I 


“ ‘fay, ’tis Mr. Hart, that pleafes. --- Moft of the 
“ Bufinefs falls to His Share; and, whatever HE 
“ delivers, Every One takes, upon Content. --- Their 
“ Eyes are prepota and charm’d, by His Ac- 
“ TION, before the — can approach their 
“ Ears: Infomuch, that, to the mott wretched of 
“ Charafers, He gives a Luffre, and Brillant, 
“ which dazles the SicuT; till the Deformities in 
“ the Poetry can no longer be perceived.” 

O Yes! --- O Yes!--- O Yes! --- If Any Man 
can give a true Information, where fuch an Acror, 
as the Above-mark’d, is, at prefent, to be had, He 
fhall receive, as a Reward, the SrLENcE of the 
PRoMPTER, from That Day forward: and the 
AsTONISHMENT of All Good People, as a /urplus 
Gratuity, for his Labour. 

“THE Bufinefs, of the Marv’s TRAGEDY, (con- 
“ tinues Mr. Rymer) is THis. Amintor, contracted 
“ to Af/patia, by the King’s Command, marries 
“ Evadne, Sifter to Melanthius; and, preparing to 
“ goto Bedto her, the Bride, mincing nothing, tells 
“ him, flatly, that fhe but took Him, for a Cloak, 
and is a Bed-fellow, for none but the Kine. --- 
“‘ This Secret, her Brother, Melanthius, extorting 
“* from the Good Man, He heétors Evadue into 
“ Repentance ; andmakes her promife--- to MURDER 
“ the KiNG: which fhe EFFEcTS! --- Melanthius, 
“ by feizing the Fort, provides for his own Security ; 

and Lyfimachus, Brother to the murder’d King, 
frcsvods ; and PARDONS ALL! ------ Ev.zdue is, 
“ ‘now, willing to go to Bed, with her Husband ; but 


“ 


“ He refufing, She kél/s herfelf --- 4/patia, in Man’, 
“ Habit, kicks her Sweet-heart, AMINTOR ; duels 
“ him, and is ill’d.. And, then, Amintor kills 
“ Himfelf, to follow her. -- And, Melanthius, ar. 
“ tempting the fame, is PREVENTED.” , 

A Man, who intended a Satire, on the 7. 
ters, Introducers, and Approvers, of this Play, took 
more Pains than Enough, when he troubled himfelf 
with any more of it, than This Hiftorical Abridge- 
ment of its Meaning. 

CoLp, INTENTIONAL, Murper, deferves the 
Correction of the GALLows, not of the THEATRE, 
—Yet, we have, bere, not only fuch actual Murder 
but fuch Murder of a Kine! --- And, by wHom is 
That King fo murder’d? --- Why--- by his Subject 
and his MisTREss, under the Softnefs, and Confidence. 
of his long-receiv’d, long-return’d, Exdearments ! - 
What an accumulated Profufion, of horrible Leffons? 
What an Ear-blafting, Violation of all, that is tender 
and natural, in Woman ? Whata MEANs, above all 
to excite Curiofity, in PRinces? and reward, and 
delight them, with the Uss, (fo politically made) 
of theirown RoyaL Patent! 

. “ A King, in Hiftory, (fays the Critic) might marry 

his Concubine to Another Man, for a Maid: and 

“ then, hinder thac Man from poffefing her. — But 
“ He wou'd never turn them, all Night, into the 
“¢ Bed-Chamber, together: Nor wou'd he come 
“ in the Morning, to queftion, and torture the Soul 
“ of the Husband, as we find in This Tragedy. -— 
“¢ Nor wou’d he impofe it on a Man, whom he 
“ knows, and owns, to be Honeft and Valiant, to 
“ ferve as Pimp, to his own Bride : Never was 
“ Kixg (in Hiftory) fo errant a Fool, and Madman.” 

“ As for Evadze, continues He, never did Hel 
give Reception to fuch a Monfter ! —- See, wha, 
“ the fays, to her Husband ! ; 


cc 
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4 MatpvENn-HEapD, Amintor! --- at my Years! 
Alas, Amintor! think not, I forbear 

To fleep with thee, becaufe I have put on 

A Virgin Strictnefs !--- Look upon thefe Cheeks, 
“ And, thou fhalt find the hot, and rifing, Blood 
“ Unapt for fuch a Vow---No --- in this Heart, 

“ There dwells as much Defire, and as much Will 
“ ‘To put that wifh’d A& in Practice, as e’er, yet, 
“* Was known, to WoMAN ! 





“ But, thus far, fhe is BASHFUL ;--- After This, 
the Scene is wreught up; and prefents her Im- 
Ss TRIUMPHANT ! --- Was there, ever, in 

iftory, any Precedent of a Magdalen, that, in a 
“ Fit of Repentance, fell, from Abufing her Husband, 
“© tO MURDERING her GALLANT, and her Sove- 
“ REIGN! --- They ca/l him (amongft ’em) Lust- 
“ ruL THreF! Devi, Kinc! SHAMELEss VIL- 
“ vain. And, all This, only becaufe, as fhe tells 
“ him, 
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“* Thou kepft me Brave at Court, awd WHoR’D me !” 


I will fay ~o more, of this Play, than, that the 
Amazxement | am under, at Report of its being Re- 
viv'd (in the prefent Condition of the Theatre) is fo 
juftly contiderable, that I apprehend but One Thing, 
which can poffibly excreafeit; and That is, --Shou’d 
our Women, in Difgrace of their Modefty, conde- 
fcend to appear at it --- or our Men, in Neglect of 
their Virtue, permit it, a fecond Time, to be aéfed. 
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